GLIP’S LOG

PITLOCHRY SUMMER CAMP 1977

AUGUST 1977

This summer camp was for the benefit of those Scouts unable to attend Denmark and was run by Kenny and myself with help from VS’s, Seadie, Benny and Teddy, and I. Black. I was food QM which was fun.
This, in fact, was quite an active camp although it didn’t seem to be at the time. There were two climbs, ASS & SS hikes, a Cub visit, a visit to the theatre and several new camp activities and a service project. 
The boys attending were in 3 patrols led by Harry Lochead, Bruce Black, Slip and Paul Edgar. Other Scouts included Guy Grant, Douglas Haldane, Robert Lawrie (Bod), Colin Roach, Tommy Boag, Paul Edgar, Murray Brabender and Peter McLean.1

Editorial Notes
1. The full list of Scouts present was as follows:
P.L. Stuart Patrick, P.L. Harry Lochhead,  P.L Paul Edgar, APL Murray Brabender, A.PL. Guy Grant, APL Bruce Black, Peter McLean, Douglas Haldane, John Chalmers, Robert Lawrie, Sandy Thomson, Andrew Wilson, Donald Ross, John Kerr, Tommy Boag, Kenneth Kerr and Colin Roach (Source – Troop Log)
The full list of Scouters present was as follows:
ASL Kenny Paton, ASL Graham Patrick, GSL Ian Black (not forgetting Rona)
ASL Alistair Cowe, V.S. Alastair Bennett, V.S. David McCreadie, V.S. Sandy Eadie (from 5th onwards) (Source – Troop Log)
The full list of Cubs visiting for the weekend was as follows:
Kenneth Hyde, Kenneth McCrae, Robert Wright, Gordon Brabender and Kevin Byng. (Source – Troop Log)
Visitors over the weekend were as follows:
Peter Bennett, Douglas Morrison, Calum Grant, various parents(Source – Troop Log)
Other visitors
Brian Scott, Ann McArthur, Moira Cram, Alastair Cram. (Source – Troop Log) 

The weather varied but was on the whole pretty good. Thursday was the worst – torrential rain which led to frantic trench digging and late dinners.  The weather for hikes and climbs was sunny and perfect.

We arrived at the campsite (G.R.    )2 along the single track road by coach. The driver was extremely unchuffed because he had to reverse all the way back because there was no turning spot.  The tents and shelters were pitched by the time Kenny3 arrived. The following activities are not necessarily in order.

Editorial Notes
2. Not identified in the log, but approximately Grid reference 950562.
3. Kenny Paton. Kenny drove up separately in his car.

Ascent of Schiehallion (3554 feet)4
This mountain is quite famous and is a significant landmark in the area due to its distinctive peak. It was used by scientists, in fact, to measure the density of the earth! Eggy5, Bruce6, Stuart7, myself, I. Black8 and Rhona9 the dog decided to climb the mountain on Saturday4. We arrived by car and parked on the minor road north of the Ben at about 750 feet.10 There is a car park especially for the hill although it’s not marked as such. A path goes right to the top by ascending the North East bluff to the very stony ridge.  It was quite busy with lots of English picnicers in sand shoes etc, but the view of the lochs and Rannoch Moor was really quite exceptional. We also could see Ben Lawyers quite clearly.  The whole climb in fact was extremely easy and we returned the way we came returning to the campsite at about 6 or 7 o’clock, by which time the Cubs11 + Dim12 + Peter13 + Akela14 + Calum15 had all arrived.  In fact, I had to dash off in Kenny’s16 car immediately after our arrival to check on the ASS17 hikers18.

Editorial Notes
4. The climb took place on Friday 5th August.
5. Paul Edgar
6. Bruce Black
7. Stuart Patrick
8. Ian Black
9. Rhona was Ian Black’s dog
10. Grid ref. 753557
11. Kenneth Hyde, Glen Grant, Kenneth McCrae, Robert Wright, Gordon Brabender and Kevin Byng.
12. Douglas Morrison
13. Peter Bennett
14. Isabel McBride
15. Calum Grant
16. Kenny Paton
17. Advanced Scout Standard (ASS). This replaced the First Class badge in 1966, and was later replaced by the Explorer Badge. All these badges were part of a progressive Scout Training Scheme that no longer exists.
18. Tommy Boag, Pater McLean, Murray Brabender and Douglas Haldane


ASS17 Hike19 (Sat-Sun)  Blair Atholl – Gleann Fearnach20
Obviously, we were unable to check out this route but the local police informed us that it was safe. The hikers were M. Brabender, T. Boag, P McLean and D. Haldane.18  This turned out to be one of the most successful ASS hikes. The weather was excellent and the route ideal. The Scouts enjoyed it enormously and were still talking about it a year later!
They were driven to the Settlements21 behind Blair Atholl by Mr Black8 on Saturday22 morning. Their route was to follow the track to Shinigag23 which was straightforward. They almost went wrong here by going South East down an escape route24, but corrected themselves in time and followed the route (which was rough going and steep apparently) in a north easterly direction.  They actually managed to reach Daldhu25 where they got permission to camp, a distance of about 11 miles.  I visited them here after obtaining permission from the gamekeeper at Glenfernate Lodge26 to drive up the road which was surfaced.  I must say that they had an ideal campsite.  The sun was setting and forming a small rainbow due to ice crystals in the cirrus wisps in the sky.  The small river beside the campsite was glistening, very blue and very clear.  All in all, it was very idyllic and I cursed myself for not bringing a camera. I was told enthusiastically of the view from the saddle (just to rub it in no doubt).
Sunday’s walk was not so exciting for them since it was a simple walk down the road to Bridgend27 where Calum15 and I picked them up.

Editorial Notes
19. The ASS hike was approximately 15 miles in length and involved a 2-day hike camping overnight in wild country.
20. The hike took place during Friday 5th and Saturday 6th August 1977.
21. This presumably refers to the Settlements marked on the map north of Loch Moraig. They were probably dropped off at Grid ref. 907672.
22. It was actually Friday morning.
23. Grid ref 952672
24. This might be an error. The most obvious escape route would be SW.
25. Grid reference 024705
26. Grid reference 047649
27. Grid reference 051638

Ben y-Vrackie (841 metres; 2760 feet)28
This is a very easy mountain. I had already been up with John Tait29 during a holiday in Pitlochry and decided that the whole troop could do it quite easily, which they did (apart from Kenny16 and VS’s30)31. We used the path both up and down,32 stopping for lunch near Loch a’ Choire.  After the climb, Harry33 was still mad enough to go tree climbing.

Editorial Notes
28. Grid reference 951632. The climb took place on Tuesday 9th August 1977.
29. Former Patrol Leader of the Tiger Patrol (1968-70).
30. Venture Scouts
31. They decided to have a free day.
32. The path starts at Moulin just north of Pitlochry
33. Harry Lochead

SS34 Hikes35
(These) follow the minor road behind the campsite on Saturday from its start at ……36. to the dam at Pitlochry.

Theatre
Most of the leaders went on Sunday night, I think, to see a play37 about Bonnie Prince Charlie would you believe, which was actually quite good (although I thought the last act was an anti-climax).

Service
(This) involved filling in potholes38 and sunbathing.39

Editorial Notes
34. Scout Standard (SS). This badge replaced the Second Class badge in 1966 and was later replaced by the Pathfinder Badge. All these badges were part of a progressive Scout Training Scheme that no longer exists.
[bookmark: _GoBack]35. The hike lasted a day and was approximately 6-8 miles in length. The SS hikers were Colin Roach, Donald Ross, Kenny Kerr and John Chalmers.
36. Not noted in the log. The Troop Log states that the start was at Balinluig. This would presumably be at Grid ref. the junction of the minor road with the A827 at Grid ref. 968519. The route would take them past the campsite on their way to the fish ladder.
37. It was actually the Saturday night (6th August). The name of the play has not been identified as yet.
38. The Troop log identifies this being on the track up to Easter Dunfallandy House on Monday 8th August 1977. The property is now advertised as a self-catering property accommodating 6 persons in 3 double bedrooms.
39. Conflicts somewhat with the entry in the log book!

Service – Church variety40
We attended after frantic car ferrying to find the service being run by some weird form of Christian youth group41. Met Mr and Mrs Gilmour the chemists42 which was nice.  Later had lunch with parents + Mrs. Blyth43 + Gran43 and visited Blair Atholl Castle where we knocked into T. Boag44 and family.

Editorial Notes
40. Sunday 7th August
41. In the troop log, Kenny Paton identified them as a mission team from Dundee as the minister was away.
42. The Gilmours ran the Chemists at Cardwell Bay. It’s now a coffee shop.
43. No Scouting connection
44. Tommy Boag

Camp Activities
Plate Golf45, Ring ‘Volleyball’46, and Pidoinger – a J.S.47 invention whereby a cotton reel is fired along a nylon string (K. Kerr48 came to attention here and looks a promising mad Scouter).
Blindfold rope trail49 (modified after the VS’s30 had put it over a cliff)
Water pulley race.50

Editorial Notes
45. Like golf, but played by throwing a plate. The hole is finished once the plate hits a stick or other object representing the hole. Could also be played with Frisbees.
46. Also called Deck tennis or quoit tennis. Deck gets its name because it was played on ships and involved throwing a quoit or rubber ring over the net.
47. John Sweet was an author and illustrator for Scouting magazine and the Pathfinder annual during the 1970s. He also came up with various imaginative and fun projects involving small-scale pioneering using canes or Scout staves.
48. Kenny Kerr
49. Basically what it says. A rope was set up round trees and bushes etc. Scouts had to follow it blindfolded.
50. According to the Troop Log and photographs, Alistair Bennett used a block and tackle to rig up a pulley system that was used to see by Scouts to see how quickly they could transport water up from the River Tummel to fill a boiler at the top.


Visitors
B. Scott & intended51, ABC & wife52 who stayed, Dim12, Calum15, Cubs11 & Leaders53, parents including Davie Chalmers54.

Editorial Notes
51. Brian Scott was a deep-sea marine engineer. He held a warrant as an Assistant Scout Leader and helped out at the 70th when he was not at sea. He was one of the Scouters present at the Troop’s Summer Camp to Wray Castle in the Lake District. His intended was Ann McArthur.
52. Alistair and Moira Cram.
53. Including Peter Bennett
54. David Chalmers owned the Clan Tent Company which was situated opposite the Battery Park. David was a leading designer of outdoor equipment and a great supporter of Scouting, having been in the movement himself both as Scout and Leader (with the 45th).

Memories! Ah!
The grand notice board with mouthwatering menus (e.g. octopus intestines)55.
The skylon flagpole which kept slanting.55
The sight of Kenny16 in Pit56 after 10 AM.57
The attempt and success in bringing down a dead tree for firewood.58
Bruce Black’s polythene drainage system and hand washer.59
Kenneth Kerr60
Slip7 getting his Camper’s Badge.61
Slip7 singing in the rain.62
The human pyramid which collapsed63.

Conclusion
To conclude, K. Kerr60 got the novice campers award and D. Haldane64 got the best Camper’s award, both fully deserved.  Kenny16 and I got presented with presents also much to our astonishment,  especially Kenny who was about to launch into a fierce lecture on working hard etc. etc.
The equipment was very generously driven down to the coach at the caravan site by the farmer with his Land Rover.

Editorial Notes
55. Glip takes the blame for these.
56. Sleeping bag.
57. Probably a result of late night mischief disturbing his sleep (Akela’s tent was sabotaged).
58. Details unknown.
59. The troop had brought a large roll of heavy duty polythene that was put to a large variety of uses. 
60. Kenny Kerr proved so impressive that he was awarded the Novice Campers Award. 
61. Kenny Paton insisted that Glip should present Slip with the badge.
62. This presumably happened during the downpour on Thursday 4th August.
63. Occurred on Sunday 7th August. The pyramid consisted of 4 Venture Scouts at the bottom (Sandy Eadie, Alastair Cowe, Alastair Bennett and David McCready), with 3 Scouts on the next row (Stuart Patrick, Guy Grant and Paul Edgar), then 2 Cubs on the second top row (Gordon Brabender and Kenny Hyde) with Glen Grant (the lightest Cub) on the top. It looked impressive when it lasted! Photos of before and after  are on the web site.
64. Douglas Haldane
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